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INTRODUCTION

This background paper provides a useful overview of the challenges implicit with achieving Council’s Vision and Corporate Plan Objectives relating to the Sunshine Coast’s waterways and coastal foreshore resources.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Section 2 - Values
Section 2.3 – Economic Values

 This section attempts to quantify economic values for Sunshine Coast’s waterways and coastal foreshore resources.   The only specific value quoted relates to the Maroochy River that is already significantly degraded.  Inclusion of a table breaking down economic contributions from ecosystem services, productive waterways, coastal protection and climate change resilience for the entire Sunshine Coast region is sorely needed together with estimates of the economic benefits resulting from achieving the goals set out in Section 5.5.  Such a breakdown would provide the justification for the considerable investment required to restore these public goods to levels described in Section 5.5.

Section 3 – Key Challenges

Section 3.1.1 – Population Growth

This section rightly lists population growth as a key challenge relating to waterway and coastal foreshore management.  Council must resist State pressures to rapidly increase population growth before appropriate safeguards are put in place to protect our waterways, wetlands and foreshores.  The goals stated in Section 5.5 are unlikely to be achieved if Council meekly acquiesces to State demands to house 64,000 people in greenfield developments in the Maroochy and Pumicestone Passage catchment areas within the next 20 years.

Section 3.2.1 and 3.2.2 - Runoff

Rrural and urban runoff are correctly identified as major problems for the Maroochy River.  However no strategy is suggested to address these problems.  Adoption of the principles of ”user pays” to be borne by instigators of human activity, which is the root cause of such problems, to offset further degradation is a potential effective policy solution.  Natural ecosystems have some capacity to absorb negative effects of development up to a point and still provide ecosystem services to the broader community.  It is continued growth of inappropriate development that eventually causes ecosystem services that are also public goods to breakdown.   As a consequence, substantial infrastructure investments borne by public expenditure would be required.  Future sustainable development legislation must mandate regulation or strict application of ”user pays” principles to prevent continued degradation of the Sunshine Coast’s waterways and coastal foreshore resources.  We note that regulation of agricultural runoff has recently been adopted by the State for the cane production areas of Northern Queensland where contaminated runoff is damaging the tourism related resources of the Barrier Reef.  

Section 3.2 recognizes the serious impact of sediment runoff from construction sites on our waterways.   A large proportion of this runoff is the consequence of non-compliance by developers with the existing requirements for entrapment of silt at construction sites.   Council must make adequate provision for developer compliance with sediment mitigation rules.

Section 3.2 does not discuss another major problem for the Maroochy River.   This relates to excessive levels of discharge from the Maroochy sewerage treatment plant (STP) that exceed EPA discharge regulatory limits during or immediately following periods of high rainfall.  This is primarily caused by ingress and infiltration into gravity sewers, laid below the water table, to service low-lying coastal areas.  Past sewerage headworks charges by Maroochy Water Services have been insufficient to recover the long-term costs of providing sewerage services to developments in such areas.  The Suncoast, Nambour and Coolum STP’s experience similar excessive sewerage flow problems for this same reason.  More intense storms and accompanying flash flooding anticipated with climate change will exacerbate the frequency such events in future.

Section 3.3.3 – Sea Level Rise

A projected sea level rise from the Queensland Coastal Management Plan of 0.80 m by 2100 is quoted.  This is an outdated estimate as the projection is based on IPCC (2007) estimates that fail to consider more recent scientific research into rates of glacial melt.  Garnaut asserts sea level increase could range between 2 and 12m by 2100 due to contribution from Greenland and Antarctic ice sheet melt.
 The George Report
 commissioned by the Federal Government suggests a figure of 1.1 m be used for coastal flooding planning purposes.  Values of 0.8m quoted in this section do not suggest that either the State Government or Council has embraced the precautionary principle with respect to this critical planning assumption.  Development Watch suggests a rise of at least 2m be used for planning purposes.

Section 3.4 – Constructed Water Bodies

Constructed water bodies are primarily used by developers as marketing tools to sell adjacent residential development and are rarely amenities able to be accessed by the broader community.  Environmental problems associated with these water bodies are now endemic and far out-weigh benefits enjoyed by the broader community.  Adoption of policies embracing “user pays” principles to be borne both by developers and purchasers of properties that include constructed water bodies (including estate canals) should be applied to fully compensate Council and the broader community for the expenses relating to the raft of problems correctly described in this section.

Section 5 – A Framework for the Future

Section 5.3 – Overarching management goals

All the listed goals are commendable.   However, an additional goal of increasing public knowledge of our waterways and coastal foreshores should be added.   Public awareness of the fragility of these systems will influence behaviour towards protecting them.

Section 5.5 – Goals for different waterways

The 2008 Healthy Waterways Report Card suggests that the current status of the Noosa, Maroochy and Mooloolah rivers and Pumistone Passage is degraded.    The goals for these waterways would better be defined using the grading system, monitored by the Environmental Health Monitoring Programme (EHMP), that are measurable so that progress can be monitored.  The goals of “restoration” for the Maroochy River and “prevention” for the Mooloolah river and Pumistone Passage are vague and bear no relationship to the EHMP system.

Section 6

As most of the references cited in this section relating to the likely consequences of climate change are outdated, the discussion understates likely future impacts of climate change on the Sunshine Coast’s waterways and coastal foreshore resources.  Use of a scenario approach described in Maunsell (2008) “Impact of climate change on infrastructure in Australia and CGE model inputs” would considerably enhance the discussion of these issues.

SUMMARY

Development Watch would like to see the Strategy for Waterways and Coastal Foreshores Management embrace the following:

1. determination of economic contributions from ecosystem services, productive waterways, coastal protection and climate change resilience for the entire Sunshine Coast region;

2. inclusion of a statement that Council will not acquiesce to State demands to accommodate unsustainable population growth;

3. appropriate safeguards to protect our waterways, wetlands and foreshores before accepting greenfield development at Caloundra South and Palmview;

4. inclusion of a strategy to address rural and urban runoff into our rivers and wetlands;

5. make adequate provision for developer compliance with sediment mitigation rules;

6. inclusion of a strategy to minimize the impact of sewage treatment works on our river systems;

7. adapt for climate change by adopting the most recent authoritative forecast for sea level rise as a constraint to new development;

8. adopt a “user pays” policy in perpetuity for the maintenance of constructed waterways;

9. increase the public’s knowledge of the fragility of our waterways and coastal foreshores; and

10. define goals for the health of our waterways in terms of the Environmental Health Monitoring Programme so that progress can be monitored.

Yours sincerely,
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Brian Raison

President

Development Watch Inc

� “Impact of climate change on infrastructure in Australia and CGE model inputs”, Maunsell Australia Pty Ltd, 2008 (a report commissioned by the Garnaut Climate Change Review), page 64.


� "Managing Our Coastal Zone in a Changing Climate: the Time to Act is Now", House of Representatives Standing Committee on Climate Change, Water, Environment and the Arts, October 2009





