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for a

NEW PLANNING SCHEME FOR THE SUNSHINE COAST

INTRODUCTION

The Draft Climate Change Strategy provides a most useful overview of the major challenges implicit in achieving Council’s Vision and Corporate Plan Objectives.  This is particularly so given the strategic implications of climate change accompanied by the onset of peak oil on sustainable development for the Sunshine Coast.  Development Watch welcomes this opportunity to comment on this Draft Strategy.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Executive Summary

Key Actions

Council’s objective to be carbon neutral by 2020 and to reduce oil consumption by 5% per year from 2010/11 seems a modest one. There is no obvious linkage between global oil field decline rates and this oil reduction objective. Assuming that the motor vehicle fleet accounts for a substantial portion of Council’s total oil use, replacement of petrol and diesel fuel use by LPG in Council’s fleet could surely achieve this objective in a much shorter time frame and thereby exhibit Council’s decisive leadership and commitment.

Section 2 – Context

Section 2.3 – Peak Oil and Energy Transition

Inclusion of this discussion is applauded. However the strategic importance of the message would be enhanced considerably by citing reputable oil price forecasts to quantify the economic implications of peak oil. A US Energy Information Agency (April 2009) forecast is that future oil prices will fluctuate between $US50 and $US200 per barrel in real 2008 US dollar terms. Considering that past high levels of population growth for South East Queensland and the Sunshine Coast have taken place in an era of real oil prices below $US30, this oil price projection is of critical strategic significance and casts doubt on the credibility of population growth projections in the South East Queensland Regional Plan (SEQRP) for the Sunshine Coast.

Section 2.4.2 – Queensland State Initiatives

Cited climate change initiatives of the State’s SEQRP and the draft Climate Change Management Plan cannot be effective, given the population growth projections in the SEQRP.  These projections are cited as the most likely scenario for future population growth and accompanying housing needs for the Sunshine Coast. 

Such a population growth planning assumption is seriously flawed because future growth has been based on extrapolation of recent historic growth trends for the region.  There has been no consideration of the effects of climate change addressed in this Draft Strategy.  Continuation of past population growth trends is a most unlikely scenario in light of the collapse of the global financial system driven primarily by housing speculation, and the onset of peak oil together with climate change. 

Use of a simplistic time series extrapolation forecasting methodology to determine such fundamental strategic planning projections ignores critical exogenous environmental factors.  These factors include, but are not limited to: the business cycle, housing bubble effects impacting relative housing price competitiveness in the Sunshine Coast vis-à-vis housing prices elsewhere in Australia, continued high levels of household debt and national debt trends, possible future changes in national immigration policy, Australia’s future terms of trade trends, future transportation primary energy costs, global warming related emission trading outcomes and climate change abatement cost impacts for future coastal development. Such economically related exogenous environmental factors are far from secondary in nature and the State Government’s acceptance of this flawed population projection methodology renders achievement of desired planning outcomes set out in the SEQRP for the Sunshine Coast empty rhetoric. Development Watch suggests all references to future population growth and housing need projections derived from the SEQRP or any other State Government sourced projections based on this flawed methodology be omitted from this Draft Strategy.

Section 3 – Local Response

3.6.3 – Sea level rise.

The George Report
 commissioned by the Federal Government suggests a figure of 1.1 m be used for coastal flooding planning purposes. The Garnaut Report suggests possible sea level rises of between 2m and 12m due to ice sheet melt. Values of 0.8m quoted in this section do not suggest that either the State Government or Council has embraced the precautionary principle with respect to this critical planning assumption.  Development Watch suggests a rise of at least 2m be used for coastal planning purposes.

Section 4 – Challenges and Opportunities for the Sunshine Coast

Section 4.2 – Population Growth and Development

In many of the draft policy documents released for public comment by Council, there is either an implied and/or apparent acceptance of the population growth targets required by the South East Queensland Regional Plan (SEQRP).  This is contrary to the Council’s asserted public position.  

In the background study to the draft Climate Change Strategy, this acceptance is apparent.  Section 6.3 includes the statement:  “The population of the Sunshine Coast … is expected to reach 497,000 people at 2031.” It does not bring to the reader’s attention that there is a legal requirement under SEQRP for the Sunshine Coast Regional Council (SCRC) to plan for accommodating 497,000 people by 2031, or that the SCRC is opposed to that requirement.  In fact the expectation is not disputed at all.  Accordingly, the Draft Strategy does not indicate any effective opposition or what action needs be taken for Government to cede significant ground on this issue.  This is despite population growth and development pressures being recognized in the Draft Strategy as key challenges for adaptation to climate change on the Sunshine Coast.

Publicly, the Council has expressed strong resistance to the SEQRP population growth requirement.  For example, on 10 December 2009 in the Sunshine Coast Daily under the headline “Bob prepares for war over Coast’s growth” Mayor Bob Abbott was quoted as saying that the Government had “denied its planning responsibility to address a population imbalance which would have 80% of the state’s population living in the south-east corner within 10 to 15 years if nothing was done about it.”  Development Watch considers it is imperative that Council’s opposition to the SEQRP population growth targets are reflected in the draft policy documents.

Section 4.4 – Impacts on the Economy and Marketability

This section correctly addresses the inconsistency between an existing economy heavily dependent on unsustainable housing speculation and those sectors having the potential to offer sustainable economic growth. However, expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport to facilitate international tourism charter flight growth in competition with the Brisbane Airport is most unlikely to be economically sustainable given the imminent onset of peak oil.  

Section 5 – Strategic Directions

5.4 – Key Performance Indicators

One of the key performance indicators listed is “Reduction in community greenhouse gas emissions per capita”.  The SCRC should aim to reduce our region’s total contribution to greenhouse gas volumes and a per capita measure is inappropriate method of monitoring this.  This is especially so if the extremely high population targets imposed by the SEQRP cannot be reduced.  The 66% increase in the Sunshine Coast’s population by 2031 required by the SEQRP will ensure this region is a major contributor to an increase in total emissions over that period unless drastic action is taken.  The most effective way of reducing future total emissions on the Sunshine Coast is to limit population growth to a figure that will ensure a per capita reduction also results in a regional reduction in emissions.

Section 6 -  Action Plan

Development Watch fully supports the sentiments expressed in this section. We do suggest the Adaptation objective be moved up the ranking to be second only to the Leadership objectives.  

SUMMARY

Development Watch requests the following enhancements be made to the Draft Climate Change Strategy:

1. Council’s opposition to the SEQRP population growth targets be clearly reflected in the Strategy;

2. Council’s objective to be carbon neutral by 2020 and to reduce oil consumption by 5% per year from 2010/11 be changed to reflect higher aspirations;

3. Council embraces the precautionary principle and increases the 0.8m sea level rise for coastal planning purposes to a more appropriate figure; and

4. Council uses total greenhouse gas emissions rather than per capita emissions as a measure of success in reducing emissions.

Development Watch also requests the sustainability of the proposed expansion of the Sunshine Coast Airport be assessed against the principles in this Climate Change Strategy.

Yours sincerely,
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Brian Raison

President

Development Watch Inc

� "Managing Our Coastal Zone in a Changing Climate: the Time to Act is Now", House of Representatives Standing Committee on Climate Change, Water, Environment and the Arts, October 2009
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