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CANELANDS DISCUSSION PAPER

for a

NEW PLANNING SCHEME FOR THE SUNSHINE COAST

INTRODUCTION

Development Watch appreciates this opportunity to make a small contribution to the development of a strategy for the development and continued use of the Sunshine Coast canelands.  The discussion paper provides a comprehensive overview of the issues affecting the canelands.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS

Section 3 - Foundations

Section 3.6 – Peak Oil

This section should include a discussion on the implications of peak oil on the canelands.

Section 3.8 – Multitude of Values

The use of canelands as a source of fill for urban development is mentioned.  Council must develop an appropriate policy that protects the ecological values of extraction sites. 

Section 4 – Major Considerations for Sustainable Future of Canelands

Section 4.6 – Continued Need for Affordable Housing on the Sunshine Coast

In many of the draft policy documents released for public comment by Council there is either an implied and/or apparent acceptance of the population growth targets required by the South East Queensland Regional Plan (SEQRP).  This is contrary to the Council’s asserted public position.  

In this section it is accepted, simply stating “… the anticipated demand for housing requires that an additional 98,000 new dwellings be constructed in the Sunshine Coast by 2031.”   It does not bring to the reader’s attention that the SCRC is opposed to that requirement.  Quite the opposite.  The Council’s Growth Management Position Paper (GMPP) is cited, saying it has “… determined that this anticipated residential development can occur within existing urban fabric …”.  

This is wrong.  The GMPP clearly states that it “… recognises the need to undertake more detailed planning on residential growth capacity and rate within the Urban Footprint as part of the preparation of a new planning scheme to consider such isues as the sustainable carrying capacity, existing character and scale of an area, biophysical constraints and the provision of infrastructure.”

Development Watch is most concerned that Council staff appears to explicitly accept the SEQRP growth targets.  Publicly, Council has expressed strong resistance to this population growth requirement.  For example, on 10 December 2009 in the Sunshine Coast Daily under the headline “Bob prepares for war over Coast’s growth” Mayor Bob Abbott was quoted as saying that the Government had “denied its planning responsibility to address a population imbalance which would have 80% of the state’s population living in the south-east corner within 10 to 15 years if nothing was done about it.”  DW considers it is imperative that Council’s opposition to the SEQRP population growth targets are reflected in all discussion papers and in draft policy documents.  

Section 5 – Potential Land Use Activities for Canelands

Section 5.2 – Rural Living

We agree that further fragmentation of land in the study area by subdivision be prevented.  Council should be mindful of the impact on the floodplain when examining applications for housing on existing lots.

Section 5.3 – Conservation

Development Watch does not support developer-funded ecosystem service asset protection in return for rights to residential development on caneland.  This approach was proposed in a CSIRO report
 that was commissioned by the Sunshine Coast Canelands Action Group Inc, a caneland owners lobby group.

Section 5.4 – Recreation and Tourism

We support the initiatives proposed for recreation and tourism in the canelands study area.  However, we suggest that no facilities or infrastructure that requires floodplain infill be allowed.

Yours sincerely,
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� Sunshine Coast Growth Management Position Paper, Sunshine Coast Regional Council, July 2008, page 67


� Achieving Sustainable Land Use on the Sunshine Coast Former Cane Lands: Scoping solutions beyond land use


planning, CSIRO, April 2008.








