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10 April, 2008

The Chief Executive Officer

Sunshine Coast Council

PO Box 76

NAMBOUR  QLD  4560

Dear Sir,

NOTICE OF SUBMISSION

MCU07/0144 – EXTENSION OF TRADING HOURS

LOT 3 ON RP219611

45 YANDINA-COOLUM ROAD, COOLUM BEACH
Lake Oswego Pty Ltd has submitted a Material Change of Use application to extend the trading hours of the BP Service Station in Coolum Beach.  Development Watch objects to this proposal in its entirety because it conflicts with the planning scheme requirements for the area.  Our grounds for objection are set out below.

NO ECONOMIC OR SOCIAL JUSTIFICATION FOR THE

PROPOSAL WAS PRESENTED

The applicant did not present any evidence that there was an economic or social benefit for the proposal.  Anecdotal evidence indicates that the Coolum area is well-served by the two existing service stations with current trading hours.  Also, extended hours are unlikely to provide any economic benefit to the community as a whole.

THE PROPOSAL CONFLICTS WITH

MAROOCHY PLAN 2000

The proposal conflicts with the “Urban Development” requirements of the Maroochy planning scheme’s Strategic Plan.  Because of the adverse noise, traffic movements, lighting and odours that would be generated by the proposal, nearby residents would be severely affected.

COUNCIL MUST COMPLY WITH THE

PLANNING SCHEME
The Integrated Planning Act (IPA) requires that Council’s decision in this matter must not “conflict with the planning scheme, unless there are sufficient grounds to justify the decision despite the conflict.”
  “Grounds” are defined as “matters of public interest” but do not include “the personal circumstances of an applicant, owner or interested party.”
  There are no matters of public interest involved in this application, merely the financial interest of the applicant

Development Watch reminds Council that if it approves the application despite the conflict with MP2000, then Council must publish in its Decision Notice “the reasons for the decision, including a statement of the sufficient grounds …”

RECOMMENDATION

Development Watch recommends that this application be refused because there is no matter of public interest that would justify relaxation of the requirements of Maroochy Plan 2000.

Yours faithfully,

B. K. Raison

President
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