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South East Queensland Regional Plan review 
The review of the South East Queensland (SEQ) Regional Plan is currently underway. The Terms of Reference (TOR) for the review have been endorsed by state government. The TOR outline a number of key issues to be considered as part of the review (listed below).

Order by circling each key issue in priority of low, medium and high.  If there are any additional key issues you believe should be considered add them in the space provided.

. 

L   M   H*
Managing the projected population increases of around 1.2 million people over the next 20 



years

L   M   H**
An assessment of the capacity of the Urban Footprint to 2031, including a review of the urban management strategy proposed in the current plan 

L   M   H 
Development of a regional climate change management strategy 

L   M   H*** 
Provision of a wide range of housing opportunities to meet diverse community needs and 



address housing affordability issues

L   M   H 
Identification of a network of employment opportunities, including industrial lands, to provide 



a more diverse and decentralised pattern of employment

L   M   H 
Improved Iinkages between residential areas, employment areas and public transport, 



including a commitment to more consolidated and transport friendly development

L   M   H 
Development of an integrated regional transport plan and congestion management strategy 

L   M   H 
Development of an integrated regional open space system, including rural and urban 



networks

L   M   H 
Enabling development of appropriate rural industries, tourism and non-urban economic 



opportunities in the region’s rural areas 

L   M   H 
Strengthening the sustainability framework of the SEQ Regional Plan 

L   M   H 
Reviewing the operation of the Regulatory Provisions of the SEQ Regional Plan 

*  This issue has not been rated because it assumes population projections should be the basis for regional planning.

**  This issue has not been rated because of the undefined nature of the term “capacity”.

***  Housing affordability must not be used to justify overdevelopment at the expense of ecological sustainability.

Other key issues not identified above:

The basis of the SEQ Regional Plan must be to advance the purpose of the Integrated Planning Act.  That is, it must seek to achieve ecological sustainability.  This cannot be done by allowing unrestrained population growth (as inferred in the first issue listed above), at the expense of protecting ecological processes and improving the social wellbeing if communities.

As a prelude to considering any of the issues already defined, Development Watch believes that a comprehensive assessment of the ecologically sustainable carrying capacity of the SEQ region must be undertaken.  This assessment must be made available to the public for comment before submissions are sought on the new draft SEQ Regional Plan.

This assessment of carrying capacity must, as a minimum, take into account the following constraints:

1. the mapping of:

i. areas of biodiversity value – endangered and of concern regional ecosystems must be fully protected from further development;

ii. viable agricultural land;

iii. biodiversity and wildlife corridors;

iv. landscape areas of social importance;

v. coastal wetlands;

vi. flood plains; and

vii. SEQ koala habitat.

2. The assessment of:

i. water availability;

ii. infrastructure capacity;

iii. possible effects of climate change;

iv. the effects of Peak Oil; and

v. the need for open space and recreational land within the urban footprint.

Other key issues are:

1. Inclusion of strategies that support the SEQ Waterways Strategy 2007-2112.

2. The explicit prohibition of canal estate development.

The closing date for nominations is Friday 6 June 2008. 
Please return your completed form to:

Name…  Brian Raison, President
Regional Plan Review 




Development Watch Inc
Southern Region Division 



Address…PO Box 1076, Coolum Beach, QLD, 4573
Department of Infrastructure and Planning 
PO Box 15009 City East QLD 4002 Australia 
Contact number…(07) 5446 4493

planning@dip.qld.gov.au



Email…president@developmentwatch.org.au
