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30 January 2008

The Chief Executive Officer

Maroochy Shire Council

PO Box 76

NAMBOUR  QLD  4560

Dear Sir,

NOTICE OF SUBMISSION

MCU007/0180 – MATERIAL CHANGE OF USE

LOT 20, RP91741

110 YANDINA-COOLUM ROAD, COOLUM BEACH

Mr D. Colston has an application before Council for a Material Change of Use for premises at 110 Yandina-Coolum Road, Coolum Beach.  The application requests approval to convert a residential building into commercial offices.  Pursuant to Section 3.4.9 of the Integrated Planning Act 1997, our organization wishes to make a submission concerning this application.

The proposal is to convert a residential building into professional offices.  The subject lot is located in Planning Area 11, Precinct 9, of Maroochy Plan 2000 (MP2000).  Precinct 9 is designated “neighbourhood residential” and Vol 1, Section 5.3 (2) of MP2000 lists uses compatible with this designation.  An isolated office block is not one of these compatible uses.

In addition, if Council approved this application, such action would endorse piecemeal amendments to the Planning Scheme.  It would also encourage similar applications throughout the Shire citing this approval as a precedent.  Development Watch is concerned that Council’s credibility as a planning authority will be harmed if the application is approved.

This applicant appears to have made this application in an endeavour to obtain an approval that coincides with the past actual use of the premises.  Recent building works have been carried out on the premises to convert the building from a residence to professional offices.  Development Watch is concerned that approval for such works has pre-empted approval of this material change of use application.

Nevertheless, Development Watch has no objection to the continued use of the premises as professional offices for the purpose stated in the application.

Yours faithfully,

(Brian K. Raison)

President
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